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Task Force Seeks Input on Draft Economic Action Plan 

 
Date:  Friday, September 11, 2015 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC — The Mayor’s Task Force on Economic Development and Prosperity is seeking input to help 
strengthen and shape its draft economic action plan, Making Victoria: Unleashing Potential, to be shared this 
evening at the Thinklandia kick-off event at 7 p.m. on the Bastion Square Parkade rooftop.  
 
The draft plan identifies six primary “engines" to drive Victoria’s businesses, generate jobs, raise household 
incomes, and increase well-being over the next four years. The six engines include: Advanced Education and 
Research & Development; the Ocean and Marine sector; Experiential Tourism; Government; Technology; and 
Entrepreneurship, Start-Ups and Social Enterprise. Each engine has its own set of draft objectives, actions and 
metrics to advance and measure progress.  
 
“If well-greased, these six engines will create sustainable prosperity in the city,” said Mayor Lisa Helps. “They will 
also stimulate growth in retail, arts and culture and other sectors that contribute to the quality of life, well-being 
and happiness in Victoria. I’m so proud of the task force members who have worked hard together over the past 
few months to develop this bold action plan.” 
 
The Task Force’s mandate is to advise on how City Hall can best deliver an economic development function that 
will increase the genuine well-being of citizens. Working with its many partners, City Hall has a role to play in 
increasing household incomes by making it easier for business to thrive and by supporting entrepreneurs and 
innovation.  
 
The draft plan also proposes a “Business Hub” be established at City Hall to streamline and de-mystify business 
and development processes at City Hall; make it easier to do business in Victoria; advise on how to reduce 
unnecessary red tape; connect entrepreneurs with the resources they need; and accelerate the development of 
a vibrant downtown. 
 
“Creating Prosperity Through Economic Development” is a key objective of the City of Victoria’s strategic plan for 
focus and investment over the next four years. Appointed by City Council in April, the Task Force is chaired by 
Mayor Lisa Helps and includes Councillor Margaret Lucas and community leaders in tech, tourism, labour, green 
business, commercial real estate, and community and regional economic development. 
 
The Making Victoria: Unleashing Potential draft economic action plan is available at www.victoria.ca/prosperity.  
There are a variety of ways for the community to provide feedback, including completing an online survey, 
emailing input to prosperity@victoria.ca, or tagging ideas on Twitter at #VicProsperity by Wednesday, 
September 30. Public input will help inform the draft plan that will be presented to City Council for consideration 
on October 22. 
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